
World Environment Day Prayer
      June 5, 2014

All: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people and kindle within them the fire of 
your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created, and you shall renew the face of the 
Earth.

Reader 1: Renew the face of our Earth, loving Creator, as you 
can only do through us. Help us realize our part in Earth's 
sufferings and our call to act on behalf of our brothers and 
sisters and the global systems that sustain all life. 

Reader 2: Four recent Climate Change reports have confirmed 
that the worst climate prediction made decades ago are being 
exceeded. We who believe that all life is interconnected and 
that God has been living and acting in the cosmos for 13.8 billion years and in planet Earth 
throughout its 4.5-billion-year story, gather to respond to these reports on World Environment 
Day.

Reader 3 leads the intentions: Let us be grateful for the wonders of creation. Response is We are 
grateful.

- For the billions of years Earth has been evolving, and for being part of its continuing evolution,
  We are grateful.
- For pure, cool water, especially [anyone: name a place/ time 
when you especially appreciated water],   We are grateful.
- For fresh, clear air, especially [anyone: name a time/ place 
where you especially appreciated clean air],   We are grateful.
- For rich, healthful soil, especially [anyone: name a time/ place 
where you especially appreciated rich dirt],   We are grateful.
- For healthful crops, especially [anyone: name one that you 
especially appreciate],   We are grateful.

- For the thousands of species that grace our Earth, especially [name something that you 
especially love],   We are grateful.
- For the interdependence that each of the above has with us and with one another, 
  We are grateful.
- For all whose personal and organizational efforts help to renew our Earth,   We are grateful.
- For [whatever else you wish to name],   We are grateful.

Sing "How Great Thou Art" or other appropriate hymn/song.



Reader 4: Some facts to consider:

- A March 2014 Pentagon report found that climate change impacts are "threat multipliers," and 
that the rapid rise of global temperatures and associated extreme weather events could exacerbate 
issues like "poverty, environmental degradation, political instability and social tensions -- 
conditions that can enable terrorist activity and other forms of violence."

-  55% of water in the United States are rated in "poor" 
condition: unfit for swimming, fishing, or drinking. The 
Environmental Protection Agency studies show that the 
problem is getting worse.

- Already people and other life forms are living with the 
effects of climate change: rising temperatures; drought and 
water shortages; unpredictable weather, disrupted seasons and 
failed crops; flooding, land loss and salination of vital water supplies; resulting increase in 
poverty, vulnerability, and the need to relocate.

- The carbon dioxide and methane increases resulting from the lifestyles of the wealthiest are 
damaging the poorest among us. The injustice of this demands correction.

What other facts concern you? Share.

Reader 5: from Pope Francis' The Joy of the Gospel, par.183:
An authentic faith — which is never comfortable or 
completely personal — always involves a deep desire to 
change the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth 
somehow better than we found it. We love this magnificent 
planet ... and we love the human family which dwells here, 

with all its tragedies and struggles, its hopes and aspirations, its strengths and weaknesses.

Reader 6: from The Earth Charter:
We stand at a critical moment in Earth's history, a time when humanity must choose its future. As 
the world becomes increasingly interdependent and fragile, the future at once holds great peril 
and great promise. ... We must join together to bring forth a sustainable global society founded 
on respect for nature, universal human rights, economic justice, and a culture of peace . . . .

Share what you are already doing to improve the local/ global situation. When everyone has had 
time to share, and perhaps generate ideas for future action, pray together: 
Creator God, in your mercy, recreate our hearts that we might better partner with you to renew 
the face of this awesome but damaged Earth. Amen!

Optional: "Peril or Promise" from My Heart Is Moved, Caroline McDade.                         (SHCJ)
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